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F.  Hyde. 
Gentlemen  : 
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H.  L.  Danielson,  W.  H.  Chollar, 

H.  N.  Clemons,  John  Waldo, 

C.  Leffingwell,  E.  S.  Davis. 


Note. — Of  the  clergymen  who  took  part  in  the  Installing  service,  the  follow- 
ing :  Revs.  I.  N.  Cundall,  R.  G.  Hutchins.  H.  F.  Hyde,  W.  A  James  and  Jo- 
seph Danielson,  are  sons  of  the  church. 


S  E  RMON. 


And  Jesus  said  unto  them,  I  am  the  Bread  of  Life." — John  vi.  35. 
And  they  gathered  it  every  Morning." — Exodas  xvi.  21 . 


It  was  manna,  the  miraculous  desert  food  of  the  Israelit- 
ish  pilgrims,  that  was  gathered  thus  regularly.  It  fell  in 
the  night-time,  in  the  form  of  a  small,  round  seed,  resem- 
bling the  hoar-frost.  The  heat  of  the  sun  melted  it.  It 
could  not  be  kept  on  deposit ;  for  it  bred  worms,  and  be- 
came offensive.  Only  the  Sabbath's  supply  could  be  collected 
the  day  before  its  use  and  still  retain  its  sweetness. 

It  was  not  caprice  that  systematically  aroused,  morning 
after  morning,  the  entire  cam]),  and  led  out  in  the  twilight 
its  six  hundred  thousand  men,  with  their  vessels,  to  seek 
their  dewy  bread  on  the  sands.  Necessity  was  their  reveille. 
They  could  not  choose  but  do  it.  Every  morning,  save  the 
Sabbath,  a  million  of  hungry  mouths  were  praying,  "  Give 
us  this  day  our  daily  bread."  The  manna  must  be  gathered. 
It  must  be  gathered  in  the  morning.  It  must  be  gathered 
every  morning.  Negligence  is  death.  For  forty  years  the 
multitude  were  nourished  by  the  "  corn  of  heaven.'*  which 
ceased  not  to  "fall  in  the  midst  of  their  camp,  round  about 
their  habitations,"  till  the  hands  which  had  gathered  the 
manna  plucked  the  ears  of  Canaan. 

A  procession  of  fourteen  hundred  years  passes  by,  and 
the  sky  is  again  opened  over  a  hungry,  dying  world — not 


now  for  the  descent  of  the  "meat  which  perishetli,"  not  now 
for  the  shower  of  manna.  "  For  the  bread  of  God  is  He 
which  cometh  down  from  Heaven,  and  giveth  life  unto  the 
world  ;"  "  not  as  your  fathers  did  eat  manna  and  are  dead  : 
he  that  eateth  of  this  bread  shall  live  forever."  ''  And  Je- 
sus said  unto  them,  I  am  the  bread  of  life." 

Thus,  Dear  Friends,  we  see  recognized  a  life  which  material 
sustenance  will  not  feed,  and  a  bread  which  promises  to 
nourish  that  life  to  its  immortality.  Nor  does  it  anywhere 
appear  that  an  habitual  reception  of  this  spiritual  bread  is 
less  essential  to  the  spiritual  life  than  was  the  systematic 
taking  of  manna  to  the  physical  life.  The  children  of  those 
who  were  commanded  to  gather  manna  every  morning,  were 
instructed  in  their  daily  prayer  to  say :  "  give  us  this  day 
our  daily  bread." 

The  theme,  then,  to  which  our  united  texts  have  thus 
naturally  led  us,  and  to  which  the  present  occasion  lends 
appropriateness,  is, — The  systematic  nourishment  of  the  spir- 
itual life. 

Let  us  first  of  all  try  to  get  some  definite  conception 
of  the  life  itself  which  is  to  be  nourished.  We  shall  then  be 
prepared  to  understand  that  only  a  divine  aliment  can  nour- 
ish it,  and  that  such  aliment  must  be  regularly  received. 

It  is  a  mournful  fact  that  our  truest  and  noblest  life  is 
almost  utterly  ignored  by  the  mass  of  men.  Many  of  those 
who  in  theory  acknowledge  its  existence  and  dignity,  yet 
practically  subordinate  and  degrade  it. 

Let  us  climb  to  the  fact  and  superiority  of  our  spiritual 
life  by  gradual  approach,  that  we  may,  as  in  ascending  a 
tower,  by  the  steps  left  below  us,  better  appreciate  the  lofti- 
ness of  the  summit. 

The  simple  gift  of  life  confers  a  dignity  upon  any  created 
object.  Even  the  lowest  forms  of  life  are  far  removed  from 
lifeless,  inert  matter.  The  humblest  plant  is  far  above  the 
stone  or  the  clod.  Dead  matter  is  without  organism — it  has 
no  internal  structure  for  its  own  development.  It  has  no 
growth  save  by  outward  accretion. 

There  is,  indeed,  in  every  order  of  created  things  an  ap- 
parent reaching  out — an  aspiration,  let  us  term  it — toward 
a  higher  order.  The  inorganic  kingdom,  through  its  crys- 
talizing  force,  seems  to  be  longing  for  the  functions  of  life. 
As  in  the  organic  kingdom  every  species  develops  its  own 
form  and  structure  from  the  living  germ,  so  the  crystal- 
izing  power  determines  the  specific  form  of  every  species  in 
the  inorganic  kingdom.  Thus  the  earth  itself  is  built  upon 
crystal  foundations.  Yet  the  hand  of  this  moulding  force, 
though  it  reaches  far  out  toward  the  organic  kingdom,  never 
touches  the  palpitating  palm  of  the  life  power.     When  choice 


flash  "in   fcheir  light,  they  rival  the  brilliancy  of  the 
living   eye .;    bul    they   are    Lifeless   crystals   still.      When 
swarms  of  white-winged  snow-flakes  fill  the  air,  they 
like  Living  creatures,  bul   they  are  lifelee    crj  stale  still. 

Bui  the  lowliesl  weed  throbs  with  vitality.  It  contains  a 
marvellous  mechanism,  li  bas  its  organs  of  circulation,  its 
arteries  and  veins.  It  has  its  functions  of  respiration  and 
assimilation.  It  contains  the  instruments  of  its  own  i 
opment.  It  elaborates  the  causes  of  its  own  variety — its 
form,  its  dimensions,  its  color.  !(  is  life  power  which  works 
the  miracles  of  Spring  in  field  and  forest.  We  acknowledge 
the  fellowship  of  life  by  our  sympathy  with,  and  care  \'<>v  the 
trees  and  flowers.  The  quickened  pulses  of  vegetation,  by  a 
subtle  influence,  accelerate  the  beating  of  our  hearts,  and 
our  delight  in  the  budding  Spring  is  only  heart  answering  to 
heart.  Lifeless  imitations  do  not  satisfy.  The  waxt  n  flower 
may  be  perfect  in  form,  exact  in  tint  ;  but  we  crave  the  Iw- 
ing  blossom  for  the  bridal  and  the  bier. 

Look  abroad,  my  Brethren,  this  sweet  May-day,  and  guess 
the  dignity  of  the  higher  forms  of  life,  now  that  yon  see  its 
lowed,  form  garnishing  the  globe  with  glory. 

Vastly  above  the  plants  are  mere  animal  existences.  We 
do  indeed  witness  in  the  vegetable  kingdom  aspirations  to- 
wards the  functions  of  animal  life,  but  they  fall  far  below 
fulfillment.  The  sensitive  plant  shrinks  from  the  rude 
touch  as  it' a  network  of  delicate  nerves  were  dreading  harm. 
Other  plants  at  nightfall  fold  themselves  for  sleep.  Yet  the 
chasm  between  vegetable  and  animal  life  remains  :  no  bridge 
of  flowers  can  span  it.  The  beasts  are  not,  like  the  plants, 
fixed  in  position,  but  may  wander  whithersoever  they  will. 
The  wide  earth  is  their  home.  They  add  to  motion,  sensi- 
bility ;  the  power  to  suffer  and  enjoy.  Physical  taste  is 
theirs.  The  world  of  sounds  is  theirs.  The  world  of  vision 
is  theirs.  Instinct  is  theirs,  with  its  self-provision  and  self- 
protection — a  sort  of  secondary  mind.  The  brutes  are  our 
equal  partners  in  a  multitude  oi  experiences.  Their  life 
stands  next  to  our  own  in  the  number  and  rank  of  its  attri- 
butes. Their  fondness,  fidelity  and  sagacity  often  make  us 
stoo  to  their  friendship.  We  accord  to  them  a  far  larger 
sympathy  and  a  far  higher  dignity  than  to  the  plants. 

But  a  mighty  step  separates  mere  animal  existences  from 
man.  The  human  body  is  framed  with  exalted  adaptations. 
The  lowest  grade  of  manhood  may  be  exceedingly  brutish; 
but  reason,  judgment,  imagination,  conscience,  affections, 
accountability — these  lix  an  impassable  gulf  between  the 
man  and  the  heist. 

The  nobler  species  of  brutes  sometimes  appear  like  aspi- 
rants for  the  honors  of  human  intelligence,  vet  the  pertinency 
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of  our  Saviour's  question  never  ceases  :  "  How  much,  then, 
is  a  man  better  than  a  sheep  ?"  No  oppression,  no  degrada- 
tion, can  utterly  obliterate  the  Divine  likeness  in  man.  No 
prodigal  has  ever  wandered  so  far  away  as  to  forfeit  the 
right  to  call  God  "  Father." 

Man  is  a  microcosm.  As  in  the  great  world  we  have 
found  different  forms  and  gradations  of  life,  so  shall  we 
also  in  this  little  world,  which  we  call  man.  Our  human 
life  is  animal  life,  intellectual  life,  heart  life  and  spiritual 
life,  all  combined  and  unified.  These  lives  vary  in  their 
respective  dignity  as  "  one  star  differeth  from  another  star 
in  glory." 

The  natural  order  of  service  indicates  the  rank  of  a  life. 
The  vegetable  world  ministers  to  the  brute  creation.  Both 
vegetable  and  animal  life  minister  to  man.  In  like  manner 
the  animal  nature  in  man  is  God's  appointed  servant  of  the 
intellect,  and  the  intellect  is  the  servant  of  the  heart,  and 
the  heart  and  intellect  and  body  are  all  the  commissioned 
attendants  of  the  spiritual  nature.  The  normal  spiritual  life 
utilizes  the  body,  making  it  do  with  its  might  what  its  hands 
find  to  do,  and  causing  it  to  glorify  God,  even  in  eating 
and  drinking,  and  whatsoever  it  doeth.  The  soul  itself  is  a 
complex,  living  creature,  including  the  intellectual  and  emo- 
tional faculties,  conscience  and  will ;  and  in  the  spiritual 
life  we  find  the  highest  and  most  inclusive  expression  of  all 
the  powers  of  the  soul.  The  normal  spiritual  life  loves  the 
Lord  with  all  the  heart,  and  with  all  the  soul,  and  with  all 
the  mind.  Thus  the  legitimate  order  of  service  accords  to 
this  life  the  sceptre  and  the  crown. 

The  rank  of  a  life  is  also  indicated  by  the  grade  and  num- 
ber of  its  wants.  The  wants  of  the  beast  are  few  in  number, 
and  generally  gross  in  character  ;  but  the  physical  man  re- 
quires for  his  suitable  nourishment  the  fruits  of  the  field,  the 
fowls  of  the  air,  and  the  fish  of  the  sea.  The  intellect  of 
man  being  a  nobler  thing  than  his  body,  searches  the  broad 
universe  for  truths  for  its  feeding.  But  the  spiritual  nature, 
which  exhibits  the  noblest  created  life  with  which  we  are 
familiar,  has  cravings  which  even  the  full  universe  cannot 
satisfy,  which  can  be  met  only  by  the  infinite.  The  clamor- 
ings  of  the  spirit  for  that  which  the  world  cannot  give,  pro- 
claim its  exalted  nature. 

Much  has  been  gained,  Dear  Friends,  if  we  have  now  settled 
it  in  our  minds  that  there  is  within  us  that  which  may 
be  distinctively  denominated  the  spiritual  life  ;  that  this  is 
the  highest  form  of  life  with  which  we  are  familiar  ;  that  it 
utilizes  all  lower  forms  of  life,  and  is  the  loftiest  in  its  as- 
pirations, hungering  ever  until  bread  descends  from  heaven. 

If  the  soul  be  indeed  a  living  creature,  then  we   may  know 


that  God  in  3.11  His  merciful  arrangements  for  its  ennobling, 
treats  it  according  l"  ii>  nature.  Efe  does  not  regard  h  be  a 
senseless  fabric;  tie  does  nol  handle  it  as  an  inert  substt 
He  does  nol  manipulate  a  change  upon  it  from  sin  to  holi- 
ness. Efe  does  nol  write  the  elements  of  the  Christian  life 
upon  it,  us  upon  a  senseless  tablet  ;  He  does  nol  pour  grace 
into  the  soul  as  if  it  were  a  Lifeless  vessel.  !!'•  does,  in  no 
sense,  look  upon  our  human  nature  as  passive  nature. 

At  man's  creation  the  animating  breath  of  God  did  more 
than  inspire  the  clay  with  life.  When  God  "breathed," 
man,  in  the  entireness  of  his  personality,  began  to  live  ;  and  it 
is  not  to  be  supposed  that  our  Heavenly  Father  has  forgotten 
how  He  *k  created  man  in  His  own  image,"  and  "  breathed 
into  his  nostrils  the  breath  of  life,  and  man  became  a  living 

soul." 

The  soul,  my  Brethren,  is  a  God-fashioned,  God-sustained 
organism,  intelligent,  and,  from  its  very  nature,  choosing  its 
own  aliment,  and  assimilating  the  diet  of  its  choice  to  the 
fibre  and  tissue  of  its  being.  It  is  tlint  spiritual  life  which 
is  the  highest  and  most  inclusive  expression  of  all  the  facul- 
ties of  this  living  soul  that  Christ  offers  to  nourish  when  lie 
says,  "  I  am  the  bread  of  life  ;  he  that  cometh  to  me  shall 
never  hunger." 

We  are  now  prepared  to  know  that,  as  all  the 
lower  forms  of  life,  in  order  to  their  continuance,  require 
nourishment  after  their  kind,  so  also  does  the  spiritual  life. 

There  are  no  depositories  of  life  in  this  world.  In  God 
we  live  and  move  and  have  our  being.  All  our  springs  are 
ultimately  in  Him.  Our  hearts  still  beat  because  His  warm 
hand  is  over  them.  Moment  by  moment  lie  ministers  to  us 
and  to  all  living  creatures  vitality.  No  decree  of  Jehovah  is 
needful  to  suspend  a  life.  The  simple  withdrawal  of  His 
sustenance  is  death.  Decay  and  death  are  in  the  world 
and  life  is  continued  only  by  a  constant  overcoming  of  ob- 
stacles and  conquest  of  accident.  Thus  life  demands  con- 
stant reinforcement  from  without  itself.  And  as  this  rein- 
forcement never  comes  from  God  in  the  form  of  an  external 
alliance,  hut  always  in  a  form  to  be  mingled  with,  ami  as- 
similated to  the  life  itself,  it  may  most  appropriately  he  de- 
nominated, nourishment.  . 

And  each  form  of  life  must  have  food  convenient  for  it. 
nourishment  adaptedto  its  nature.  The  plants  feed  upon  the 
erties  of  the  earth  and  air,  the  sunshine  and  the  dew. 
They  could  never  lie  nourished  by  the  food  of  beasts.  The 
intellect  is  nourished  by  truth,  the  heart  by  love,  and  the 
spiritual  nature  by  the  divine  life  iA'  Christ. 

The  great  mistake  and  miserv    of  men   lies  in  this — that 
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they  are   constantly  seeking   to    satisfy  their  highest  nature 

with  food  adapted  only  to  their  lower  or  lowest  nature.  A 
nobleman's  son  cannot  thrive  on  the  husks  which  the  swine 
eat.  It*  he  confines  himself  to  swinish  diet  he  will  perish 
with  hunger.  When  the  body  is  pampered,  and  stimulated, 
and  surfeited,  in  the  hope  of  satisfying  the  heart,  both  die — 
the  body  crushed  under  its  double  burden,  the  heart  fam- 
ished for  love.  In  like  manner  when  men  attempt  to* allay 
the  eravings  of  the  spirit  with  philosophy,  and  literature,  and 
science — things  healthful  for  the  mind — the  spirit  is  i. 
ated  and  sickened,  but  unfed.  The  unrest  and  dissatisfac- 
tion which  annoy  men  through  all  changes  of  outward 
dition — from  poverty  to  opulence,  from  obscurity  to  fame — 
betoken  the  burning  fever  of  a  starving  soul.  If  aught,  save 
its  appropriate  nutriment  could  stifle  the  clamors  of  the  spir- 
it, s  me  man  would  have  discovered  the  substitute  :  for  all 
generations  have  been  hunting  and  experimenting  to  find  in, 
or  extract  from  the  world  that  peace  which  it  does  not  con- 
tain, ana  therefore  cannot  give.  And  yet  every  new  man 
starts  out  with  fresh  hope  upon  the  same  old  quest  :  never 
once  suspecting  that  he  shall  spend  his  money  for  that  which 
is  not  meat,  and  his  labor  for  that  which  satisiieth  not. 

Xow  Jesus  Christ  offers  Himself  as  the  true  bread  which 
came  down  from  Heaven,  to  nourish  the  soul,  of  which,  if  a 
man  eat.  he  shall  never  more  hunger. 

Thus  it  appears  that  Christ  is  more  than  the  Founder  of 
a  system,  more  than  a  Sacrifice  for  our  sins,  more  than  a 
Teacher  of  principles,  more  than  an  Exemplar  in  life.  He 
is  Himself  tht  —  lanee   of    the  soul.     The  christian 

life  does  not  consist  in  the  indorsement  of  theories,  or  tradi- 
tions, or  dogmas,  howsoever  reliable.  Christianity  is  Christ 
Himself,  assimilated  to  the  spiritual  life.  As  Christ  was 
God  incarnated,  so  the  christian  is  Christ  incarnated.  In 
Christ's  life  no  man  could  say  where  humanity  ended,  or 
where  Divinity  began.  There  was  in  Him  a  thorough  iden- 
tification of  the  human  and  the  Divine.  There  is  a  like 
merging  of  the  christian's  spirit  in  Christ's  spirit.  Jesus 
nourishes  our  affections  and  lives  in  them,  yet  they  are 
affections.  He  inspires  the  will,  yet  it  is  our  own  free  will. 
He  wings  the  imagination  and  is  the  atmosphere  which  buoys 
it.  yet  the  excursion  is  ours  and  we  make  :  . 

Does  the  figure  of  the  soul  feeding  upon  Christ  appear  to 
some  of  you  unnatural  and  extravagant ':  nd  you 

shall  see  that  it  is.  in   truth,  most  appropriate    and    signifi- 
cant.    In  our  human  relationships  there  are  lives  that  feed 
on  other  lives  :    they  draw   from   them  their  inspiration  and 
We  sometimes  see  such  an  interlocking  or  merging 


of  two  souls  in  sentiment,  purpose  and  iHirsuit  t  1 » :i t   1 1  ir-  life 
,,!'  each  seems  nourished  i>y  thai  of  the  other.     This   ii 

itian  theory  of  marriage.     Two  parti* 
under  <>n«;  name;  they  dwell  beneath  a  common    root':  they 
share  ;■  « ■< »: i » j m« •  »i  experience  of  joy  and  sorrow.     In  outward 
manifestations  the  husband's   life  i^    rep 
bul  in  its  inspiration  it  is  I  of  her  whom  he  justly 

styles  lug  ■■  half."     Many   a  husband   h  -  -       .  --A:! 

that  I  am,  !  owe  to  my  wii  -   ••    has   nourished   him  to 

greatness  by  feeding  bis  fortitude  and  faith.     There  are  lives 
which  go  out  when  the  life  that  baa  nourished  then 
In  other  cases  all  heart  and  hope,  all  that  d<  n       -  I 
of  life  is  laid  in  the  grave  <»t  a  friend.    The    survivor  walks 
the  remainder  of  his  j  >urney  in  an  al  sent,  abstracted  m 
showing  thai  though  his  heart  still  3,  his  has  really 

out  of  him.     In  momenta  of  national  nisi 

an  entire  people  are  often   foun  _   for  courage  and 

comfort  upon  some  single,  central    personage,   some    Wa>h- 

\  mx  or  Lincoln.  There  have  been  men  whose  virtues 
have  nerved  the  uprightness  of  many  generations.  The 
world  is  to-day  feeding  its  purity  and  integrity  upon  the  no- 
ble lives  of  Socrates  and  Cato.  Abraham  still  feeds  the 
world's  faith,  while  Isaac  nourishes  its  submission  and  II  -  - 
its  meek  1  i  ss. 

But  God,  desiring  man  to  learn  and  practice  not  individur 
-  merely,  but  all  virtue,  gives  the  world  His  Son,  in 
whom  dwells  all  the  fullness  of  the  Godhead  bodily,  to  be 
its  bread  of  life.  Now  if,  as  we  have  seen,  the  poor  loaves 
of  our  earthly  larders  have  nourished  so  many  excellences, 
what  fullness,  and  vigor,  and  sweetness  of  life  shall  we  not 
receive  from  Him  who  brings  us  the  transcendent  blessings 
of  the  heavenly  store-house.  A  friend  may  be  the  comple- 
ment of  a  friend;  as  the  wife  is  often  of  the  husband,  as 
Melancthon  was  of  Luther,  as  Patroclus  was  of  Ach 
Hut  Jesus  is  the  complement  of  the  whole  human  rai  e.  He 
is  ready  to  supplement  all  the  deficieuces  ol'  every  human 
being,  to  fill  us  all  with  His  Divine  fullness  and  make  us  all 
complete  in  Him.  Who  does  not  know  that  much  of  the 
lean  virtue  that  is  in  the  world  is  kept  alive  by  feeding  on 
those  who  feed  on  Christ. 

Multitudes  are  preserved  from  spiritual  starvation  by  the 
crumbs  which  fall  from  rich  men's 

Is  it    then  a   forced  or  exaggerated  statement  to  declare 

that  they  who   have   in    no  sense       -        Christ,  are,  as  the 

:lare,  ••  •/-  id  in  sin  :  "      Is  n<»t  life  everywhere 

with  death  ?     Is  there    a  grave  for  the  body  and  none 

for  the  soul  ?     When  a  body  has  ceased  to  perform  the  tune- 


12 

tions  of  a  body,  is  it  not  dead,  though  all  its  parts  remain  in- 
tact ?  When  men  lose  the  power  to  receive  and  assimilate 
truth,  are  they  not  consigned  to  our  asylums — sad  cemeteries 
of  dead  intellect  ?  When  a  heart  no  longer  loves  do  we  not 
say,  with  a  shudder,  that  it  is  a  cold,  dead  heart  ?  What 
then  shall  we  say  of  a  soul  when  it  no  longer  performs  the 
functions  of  a  soul,  no  longer  receives  and  assimilates  its 
Divine  aliment  ?  He  who  rejects  the  literal  bread  destroys 
his  body.  He  who  refuses  to  partake  of  the  bread  of  life 
commits  spiritual  suicide.  "Ye  will  not  come  unto  me  that 
ye  might  have  life."  There  is,  as  St.  Paul  indicates,  such  a 
thing  as  being  dead  while  one  liveth.  "  She  that  liveth  in 
pleasure  is  dead  while  she  liveth.  " 

In  the  light  of  these  thoughts,  Beloved  Friends,  behold 
the  peculiar  grandeur  of  the  soul  and  the  glory  of  its  Saviour  ! 

Notice,  first,  that  while  all  things  below  the  soul  are  fed  by 
the  hand  of  second  causes,  Christ  gives  the  soul  Himself  for 
its  feeding.  Then  observe  that  while  in  every  order  of  cre- 
ated things  there  is  an  apparent  reaching  toward  a  higher 
order,  only  in  the  case  of  the  soul  itself  does  this  aspiration 
attain  fulfillment.  If  we  find  man  reflecting  the  attributes 
of  the  Divine  nature  and  longing  for  partnership  with  Deity, 
we  also  find  Christ  within  him,  the  hope  of  glory. 

And  this  is  the  honor  of  Jesus  that  He  is  the  only  depos- 
itory of  spiritual  life.  He  is  in  the  first  place  the  author  of 
this  life.  Then,  when  it  has  died  through  sin,  He  is  its  re- 
newing power.  "  I  am  the  Resurrection. and  the -Life  ;  he 
that  believeth  in  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live.  "' 
And  Jesus  is  also  the  sustentation  of  the  renewed  life.  "  I 
am  come  that  ye  might  have  life,  and  that  ye  might  have  it 
more  abundantly.  "  "  As  the  living  Father  hath  sent  me  and 
I  live  by  the  Father,,  so  he  that  eateth  me,  even  he  shall  live 
by  me.  "  And  the  same  Saviour  who  is  the  author  of  faith 
has  pledged  Himself  to  be  its  finisher  ;  crowning  the  saint 
here  with  the  hope  of  salvation  hereafter.  "  Because  I  live 
ye  shall  live  also.  "  "  Whoso  eateth  my  flesh  and  drinketh 
my  blood  hath  eternal  life,  and  I  will  raise  him  up  at  the 
last  day.  "  "  This  is  the  bread  which  cometh  down  from 
heaven,  that  a  man  may  eat  thereof  and  not  die.  "  "  He 
that  believeth  on  me  hath  everlasting  life.  " 

There  is  in  this  spring-time  no  grass  spire  in  all  the  herd- 
feeding  pastures,  there  is  no  bloom  on  all  the  fruit-promising 
trees,  but  its  present  beauty  and  its  prospective  bounty  both 
depend  upon  an  exuberant  life-power.  And  in  the  autumn, 
when  the  prophecies  of  spring  shall  have  their  fulfillment, 
there  will  be  no  golden  field,  no  purple  vintage,  but  this 
same  life-power  shall  offer  it  to  the  flail  or  the  wine-vat.     So 


in  all  the  world    oi  moral  excellence  there  ie  do  chri 
grace,  there  is  no  beauty  of  holiness—whether  it  be  thai  of 
the  aposl le,  singing  with  his  feel  fa  I  in  thesl  >f  the 

martyr  praising  God  as  he  burns  al  tin  ,or  of  the  pat- 

riot submissively  languishing  in  the  southern  prison,  or  of 
the  invalid  sweetly  and  meekly  bearing  day  by  day  greater 
pains  than  those  of  death,  or  of  the  mother  clinging  to  her 
reprobate  son  through  dishonor,  shame  and  contempt,  or  of 
the  wife  bearing  herscli  calmly  and  serenely  amidst  the  u  n 
thousand  petty  annoyances  of  family  life — there  is  inn 
in  no  country,  an}  true  virtue  which  is  nol  a  radiation  from 
Him  who  hath  life  in  Himself  and  whose  life  ie  the  lighl  oi 
men. 

And  of  all  the  blessedness  which  shall  accrue  to  the  eleel 
in  heaven  there  shall  he  none  but  Christ  shall  furnish  it. 
And  the  new  song  shall  be  an  ascription  of  praise  to  Him 
who  was  slain  and  hath  redeemed  lis  to  God  by  His  blood 
and  made  us  unto  our  God  kings  and  priests.  Thus  every 
feeblest  saint  may  take  Paul's  words  to  himself :  "I  live,  yei 
not  [,  but  Christ  liveth  in  me,  and  the  life  which  1  live  in  the 
flesh  1  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Hon  of  God,  who  loved  me  and 
gave  Himself  for  me.  " 

We  have  now,  my  brethren,  seen  not  only  the  reality  and 
dignity  of  the  spiritual  life,  but  also  thai  it  must  be  nour- 
ished by  Christ — the  bread  of  life.  Our  way  is  paved  fo- 
emphasizing  the  advantage  and  necessity  of  a  systematic  rer 
ception  of  this  divine  nourishment.  And,  in  this  connec- 
tion, it  is  of  primary  importance  that  we  should  feel  our 
personal  responsibility  for  appropriating  the  heavenly  man- 
na. Jesus  spreads  the  costly  feast  and  issues  his  repeated 
invitations;  but  it  is  ours  to  come,  or  begin  to  make  excuse. 
Cod  showers  down  manna  enough  for  the  whole  nation  of 
Israel  ;  enough,  in  daily  instalments,  to  sustain  the  people  for 
forty  years.  Buttlie  whole  nation  shall  starve,  if  they  are 
too  lazy  to  gather  it.  The  manna  is  a  miraculous  gift  from 
God,  and  yei  it  is  necessary  to  gather  it.  and  grind  it.  and 
bake  it,  before  il  will  allay  hunger  or  nourish  the  body. 
There  are  multitudes  of  professed  christians,  who,  in  their 
host  estate,  are  simply  famishing  for  that  heavenly  fund, 
which  is  constantly  falling  around  them,  but  which  they 
neglect  to  gather.  They  hope  all  the  while  that  the  manna 
will  drop  directly  into  their  mouths.  And  the  worst  of  it  is. 
that  those  who  throw  all  the  responsibility  for  their  spiritual 
development  upon  Cod,  are  apt  to  take  especial  glory  to 
themselves,  for  they  say,  "we  simply  trust  Cod.  we  do  noth- 
ing hut  trust  our  Heavenly  Father."  Thus  they  nourish  not 
their  spirituality  but  their  self-conceit  and  render    it   almost 
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impossible  to  correct  their  error.  They  say  we  depend  upon 
Divine  Grace  ;  we  look  to  God  for  growth  ;  He  must  work  in 
us  both  to  will  and  to  do."  But  they  forget  that  the  assur- 
ance of  Divine  co-operation  is  given  on  purpose  to  stimulate 
our  own  endeavor.  "  Work  out  your  own  salvation  with 
fear  and  trembling  ;  for  it  is  God  which  worketh  in  you 
both  to  will  and  to  do  of  His  good  pleasure."  Christ  is  the 
bread  of  life  which  came  down  from  Heaven,  but  only  they 
who  eat  this,  bread  have  the  assurance  that  they  shall  live  by 
it.  Let  us  then,  my  Brethren,  cherish  no  vague  expectations 
of  spiritual  fatness  while  we  neglect  the  taking  of  spiritual 
food. 

Seeing,  as  we  now  do,  that  the  continuance  and  develop- 
ment of  our  spiritual  life  are  wholly  dependent  upon  our 
conscious  and  voluntary  appropriation  of  Christ,  it  becomes 
the  most  important  of  all  questions  just  hoiv,  by  what  meth- 
ods, the  divine  aliment  may  be  received,  hi  the  answer  to 
this  question  the  hungering  soul  will  brook  no  vagueness 
nor  indistinctness. 

It  is  a  question  of  life  or  death.  Nor  would  the  mercy  that 
has  framed  the  soul  and  given  it  a  Saviour,  fail  to  provide 
specific  means  of  approach  to  him  who  is  our  joy  and  our  por- 
tion. We  need  not  indeed  expect  to  discover  any  high  road 
to  Christ  specially  opened  for  the  pilgrims  of  the  nineteenth 
century  ;  but  we  cannot  fail  to  find  humble  paths  deeply  trod- 
den, for  the  saints  of  all  centuries  have  gone  to  him  for 
manna.  There  must  have  been  vessels  for  gathering,  as 
there  were  vessels  for  measuring  "  the  corn  of  heaven."  Not 
only  were  the  desert  sands  strewn  with  food,  but  arrange- 
ments were  so  made  that  every  one  of  the  pilgrims  might 
actually  receive  his  inner  of  manna.  There  are  means  of 
grace,  spiritual  vessels  for  collecting  and  apportioning  the 
spiritual  manna,  so  that  every  Christian  pilgrim  may.  if  he 
will,  receive  his  portion  of  meat  in  due  season.  The  omer 
was  not  an  accidental  measure,  it  held  just  enough  to  nour- 
ish an  Israelite  one  day.  What  we  term  "  the  means  of 
grace,"  are  not  arrangements  winch  have  sprung  up  fortui- 
tously, in  the  history  of  the  church.  They  are  not  the  ordi- 
nances of  men  but  of  God — they  are  God's  prescribed  outers 
for  the  divine  manna.  The  pride  of  our  age  may  dislike  the 
old-fashioned  phrase,  *'•  means  of  grace,"  and  may  demand 
^ome  original,  freshly  patented  method  of  rapid  growth,  to 
keep  company  with  the  Ocean  telegraph  and  the  Pacific  Rail- 
road. But  while  the  benevolent  and  missionary  charities  of 
our  day  are  opening  to  us  the  most  magnificent  arena  lor 
Christian  enterprise  and  endeavor,  yet  Christ  himself  must 
still  l>e  the  nourishment  of  the  soul,  and    must    still    be  re- 
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ceived  through  the  venerable  ordinances  of  hit  appointment' 
The  Holy  Scriptures;  the  Lord's  day;  the  preaching  of  the 
gospel :  private,  family,  and  public  worship  ;  the  sacraments 
of  baptism  and  the  Lord's  ■—*  *  •  j  *  I  *  * "  * " — these  are  God's  pres* 
ed  conveyances  of  Bis  heavenly  Grace— by  thes< 
broughl  into  intimate  fellowship  with  Jesus — in  these  Be 
lias  taughl  us  to  expect  Bis  presence  and  Bis  blessing.  In 
flic  written  Won!  we  have  Jlis  lasi  will  and  testament.  As 
wo  read  of  Christ's  Legacies  to  Bis  children,  and  learn  how, 
though  Be  was  rich,  \H  for  our  sakes  He  became  poor  that 
we,  through  His  poverty,  might  be  rich,  our  love  and  grati- 
tude arc  stimulated,  and  love  and  gratitude  lead  to  imitation 
and  assimilation.  Tims  we  arc  fed  by  the  self-sacrifice  of 
Jesus,  and  arc  made  ready  and  willing  to  follow  Bim  with- 
out the  camp,  hearing  His  reproach. 

In  like  manner  the  Lord's  day  Cecils  us  with  Beavenly 
bread  ;  suggesting  our  Saviour's  completed  work  in  the  res- 
urrection, and  affording  distinct  opportunity  for  undisturb- 
ed meditation.  The  preached  gospel  is  a  vivified,  vitalized 
presentation  of  the  noble  words  Christ  spoke,  the  kindly 
acts  he  did,  the  sweet  serenity  of  Bis  life,  and  the  majesty 
of  His  sacrificial  death.  Prayer  is  a  feeding-  upon  Christ 
through  Messed  seasons  of  personal  communion.  And  the 
Lord's  Supper  is  the  sacred  feast  at  which  He  feeds  our  bod- 
ies to  emphasize  the  fact  that  He  is  the  only  and  the  all-suffi- 
cient nourishment  of  the  soul. 

The  means  of  grace,  then,  are  only  the  Divine  methods 
of  bringing  Christ,  the  Bread  of  Life,  to  our  hungry  souls,  i 
do  not  intend,  by  my  enumeration,  to  deny  the  fact  that  all 
natural  scenes  and  providential  events  are  morally  designed 
to  manifest  forth  the  Son  of  God,  and  may  be  regarded  and 
\\si'^\  as  means  of  Grace.  Bui  1  throw  these  into  promi- 
nence as  the  grand,  specific  sources  of  our  knowledge  oi  and 
sympathy  with  our  Saviour. 

Now,  if  it  is  evident  thai  God  intended  to  furnish  us  cer- 
tain ordinances  as  channels  of  intimate  and  vital  approach 
to  Christ,  H  is  equally  evident  thai  he  intended  that  these 
should  not  only  be  employed  but  employed  with  system  and 
regularity.  By  suffering  the  Israelites  to  make  no  store  of 
manna  God  doubtless  designed  to  teach  them,  not  merely 
their  general  dependence,  but  their  daily  dependence  upon 
him.  Nothing  could  better  foster  their  sense  of  dependence 
than  the  necessary  act  of  daily  gathering.  Moreover,  no 
better  means  could  have  been  devised  to  teach  the  people 
that  their  lives  and  welfare  hung  upon  their  own  obedience 
and  orderliness.      The  institution  of  the  Lord's  day  as  a  da\ 

of  rest  and  religious  observance,  recurring  regularly,  at  stat- 
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cd  intervals,  and  the  formula  of  daily  prayer  which  Christ 
gave  his  disciples,  indicate  the  importance  to  be  attached  to 
the  systematic  use  of  the  means  of  grace. 

The  manna  became  offensive  when  stored.  Spiritual 
nourishment  cannot  be  kept  on  deposit.  As  soon  as  the 
regular  supply  ceases  the  soul. languishes.  By  industry  and 
economy  a  man  may  often,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  ac- 
cumulate property  enough  to  support  him  for  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  But  spiritual  sustenance  cannot  be  piled  up  like 
gold,  nor  laid  away  like  bonds  or  stock  certificates.  Even 
Paul  himself  never  accumulated  such  wealth  of  grace  that  he 
could  "  afford  to  live  without  work." 

The  organs  of  assimilation  prepare  themselves  to  receive 
food  at  regular  intervals,  and,  other  things  being  equal,  the 
more  methodical  the  habit  of  food-taking  the  more  perfect 
the  health.  What  should  we  think  of  a  man  who  should 
gormandize  on -Sunday  and  take  no  food  for  the  rest  of  the 
week  ?  How  surely  would  such  a  man  destroy  his  efficiency, 
and  ere  long  his  life.  Yet  there  are  christians  who  take  about 
all  their  spiritual  pabulum  on  the  Lord's  day,  and  fast  the 
remaining  days  of  the  week.  Others  are  willing  to  indulge 
in  unrestrained  gluttony  during  a  month's  revival  and  then 
keep  themselves  at  starvation  point  for  the  rest  of  the  year. 
The  signal  advantages  of  evenness  and  method  in  develop- 
ment are  observed  in  every  form  of  life.  It  is  beginning  to 
be  understood  at  our  Universities  that,  in  mental  culture, 
fitful  cramming  is  an  unmitigated  curse.  When  we  see  a 
stalwart,  robust  christian;  like  Paul  or  Luther,  how  naturally 
and  truthfully  do  we  infer  that  he  has  often  and  long  been 
fed  upon  the  strong  meat  of  the  gospel.  Do  some  of  us 
wonder  at  our  own  spiritual  littleness  and  weakness  ?  What 
better  than  dwarfs  and  invalids  could  we  expect  to  be,  since 
we  have  nouished  our  souls  so  meagerly  and  irregularly  ? 

It  is  the  great  bane  of  the  church  that  so  few  of  its  mem- 
bers are  heedful  of  present  experiences  and  so  many  rely  upon 
old  hopes — hopes  as  dry  and  dead  (and  withal  as  carefully 
preserved)  as  Egyptian  mummies.  The  christian  develop- 
ment is  a  f/rozvth,  and  the  analogies  of  physical  growth  have 
Scriptural  sanction.  We  are  to  grow  in  grace — not  leap  in 
grace,  nor  run  in  grace.  All  true  growth  is  by  gradual  in- 
crement,— '■'  first  the  blade,  then  the  ear,  then' the  full  com 
in  the  ear.''  The  young  christian  is  a  babe  in  Christ,  and  is 
;<>  bo  nurtured  till  he  finally  attain  the  fullness  of  the  stat- 
ure   of  a  perfect  man  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Not  only  does  the  body  as  a  ivhple  demand  systematic 
sustenation,  but  each  pntrf'also  must  have  its  portion  of  meat 


iii  due  season.  If  any  Limb  or  member  receive  deficient 
supplies,weakness  or  deformity  ensues,  so  every  grace  needs 
daily  refreshment.  Faith  and  love,  hope  and  joy,  patience 
and  contentment,  must  each  daily  sit  al  the  Lords  table. 
The  graces  of  many  ;i  christian,  who  a  few  years  since  was 
sweet  and  sympathetic  and  helpful,  have,  for  want  of  replen- 
ishment, like  preserved  manna,  become  stale  and  well-nigh 
offensive.  The  fit  fulness  and  inconsistency  of  the  average 
christian  arc  largely  accounted  for  by  the  irregularity  with 
which  the  appointed  means  of  grace  are  used.  Those  men 
who,  like  a  lire  of  shavings,  now  scorch  you  with  their  /.<;il, 
and  anon,  like  an  iceberg,  chill  you  with  their  coldness,  by 
regular  devotional  habits  might  attain  a  more  even  temper- 
ature. 

In  all  secular  departments  habit  is  regarded  as  the  hand- 
maid to  excellence,  and  it  is  strange  that  its  influence  Bhould 
have  been  so  generally  undervalued  in  the  matter  of  religious 
culture.  A  fixed  time  and  place  help  to  remove  the  reluc- 
tance which  often — even  in  the  case  of  good  men — attaches 
to  religious  service.  That  which  was  undertaken  as  a  duty 
becomes  a  delight,  and  refreshes  the  soul  like  the  sweetness 
of  manna.  Habit  furnishes  the  spirit  alacrity  and  momen- 
tum. As  the  spiritual  nature  is  more  susceptible  than  the 
physical  or  intellectual,  it  is  more  helped  in  its  development 
by  habit  than  either  of  these. 

It  seems  to  me  that  we  shall  not  unduly  press  the  analogy 
of  the  manna  if  we  learn  a  lesson,  not  only  from  its  being 
gathered  regularly,  but  also  from  its  being  gathered  in  the 
morning.  The  Lord's  mercies  are  new  every  morning. 
Doubt  it  who  may,  there  is  a  swreet  spiritual  manna  which 
can  be  gathered  only  in  the  morning.  It  is  blessed  to  send 
out  the  first  thoughts  of  our  sleep-renewed  spirits  as  messen- 
gers to  God.  They  always  come  back  to  us  with  overflowing 
oiners.  It  is  meet  that  the  soul  should  break  its  fast  before 
it  goes  to  its  labor.  Upon  the  altar  of  the  tabernacle  the 
High  Priest  burned  sweet  incense  every  morning.  When 
the  East  is  golden  there  is  a  dewy  fragrance  in  the  closet 
which  we  miss  at  noon-tide  or  at  even. 

I  am  aware  that  there  are  those  to  whom  strictly  religious 
services  seem  insignificant  when  compared  with  the  constant 
demands  and  severe  discipline  of  secular  life.  But  such  per- 
sons forget  how  much  wealth  may  be  stored  in  how  small  a 
compass.  A  Washington  correspondent,  describing  a  visit 
to  the  national  money  vaults,  says  :  "  I  held  a  small  package 
in  my  hand  of  crisp  stamped  paper,  tied  with  common  twine, 
and  received  the  information  very  coolly  when  the  keeper 
told  me  that  the  string  tied   a  hundred  millions  of  dollar*  .' 
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It  did'nt  seem  much  !"  A  plain  man,  sitting  with  his  open 
Bible,  may  not  present  an  imposing  appearance,  and  yet  hi 
his  brief  morning  reading  he  may  find  "unsearchable  riches." 
Men  are  apt  to  undervalue  the  influence  of  a  religious  ser- 
vice upon  all  the  concerns  of  life.  A  half  hour  in  devotion 
may  seem  a  trifle,  and  yet  it  often  guides  and  sanctifies  a 
whole  day.  You  wonder  at  the  evenness  and  directness  of 
some  men's  course  in  life.  This  is  the  secret — they  every 
day  take  the  helm  of  prayer.  "  Behold  the  ships  which, 
though  they  be  so  great  and  be  driven  of  fierce  winds,  yet 
arc  they  turned  about  with  a  very  small  helm  withersoever 
the  governor  listeth."  You  wonder  at  the  sweetness  of  some 
men's  lives.  This  is  the  secret — they  walk  awhile  every 
morning  in  the  garden  of  the  Lord.  One  drop  of  perfume 
makes  all  their  garments  fragrant.  The  gathering  of  the 
manna  occupied  only  the  early  twilight,  and  yet  this  gather- 
ing made  all  the  difference  between  plenty  and  famine — life 
and  death  to  the  Israelites. 

We  have  now,  Dear  Friends,  considered  the  reality  and 
dignity  of  the  spiritual  life.  We  have  seen  that  Christ,  the 
Heavenly  Bread,  is  its  necessary  and  satisfying  nourishment, 
and  that  Christ  is  to  be  received  by  the  soul  through  the 
habitual  use  of  the  means  of  grace.  Recognizing  the  exis- 
tence and  demands  of  this  interior  life,  both  in  yourselves  and 
your  offspring,  you  are  this  day  entering  into  an  arrange- 
ment for  its  development.  You  are  providing  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  public  means  of  grace  among  you.  The 
reality  and  dignity  of  the  spiritual  nature  lend  a  lofty  signif- 
icance and  profound  impressiveness  to  this  occasion.  The 
marriage  of  a  church  to  her  pastor  is  no  merely  social  com- 
pact. You  are  to  intrust  to  your  new  minister  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  ordinances  of  our  divine  religion,  Y"ou  are  to 
make  him  a  public  custodian,  in  this  place,  of  Christ's  teach- 
ings, example  and  sacrifice.  Let  the  official  honor  with 
which  you  arc  to  crown  him  be  his  claim  to  your  reverence. 
Esteem  him  very  highly  in  love  for  his  work's  sake.  Let  the 
greatness  of  the  responsibility  with  which  you  ure  to  charge 
him,  be  his  constant  plea  for  your  sympathy  and  prayers. 
Let  your  expectation  of  blessings  through  him  be  supple- 
mented and  guaranteed  by  your  personal  endeavor  for  holi- 
ness. Let  your  regular  and  devout  attendance  upon  the 
means  of  grace  prove  the  value  you  set  upon  your  souls, 
the  love  you  bear  your  "Savior,  and  your  desire  to  comply 
with  his  holy  appointments.  So  shall  you  daily  gather  heav- 
enly manna ;  daily  eat  the  bread  of  life  :  daily  "  grow  in, 
grace  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus. 
Christ." 
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And  to  you,  my  I  >«;i  r  Brother,  I  would  .— j  >  *  - 1 1  k  with  filial 
respect,  yet  with  fraternal  boldness.  Viewing  every  member 
of  your  parish  as  the  possessor  of  a  spiritual  life — :i  life 
which  nmsi  be  constantly  nourished  or  go  out  in  eternal 
death — you  will  to-day  feel  ;is  <li<l  Philip.  Henry,  who,  on  the 
event  of  his  ordination,  wrote  in  his  homely  way  ;  ••  I  did 
this  day  receive  as  much  honor  and  work  as  I  shall  lie  able 
to  know  what  to  do  with.  Lord  Jesus,  proportion  supplies 
accordingly."  With  all  your  past  experience,  the  assump- 
tion  of  this  new  charge  will  suggest  that  old  cry  which  has 
rent  every  truly  apostolic  heart :  "  Who  is  sufficient  !"  But 
then  will  come  the  answer  of  apostolic  conquest  :  "  I  can 
do  all  things  through  Christ  which  strengthened)  me  I"  li' 
you  are  to  have  hungry  souls  to  feed,  you  arc  to  have  Christ 
for  their  feeding.  If  you  art;,  like  Moses,  to  lead  the  peo- 
ple, you  arc,  like  Moses,  to  have  showers  of  manna. 

Nor  can  you  he  in  doubt  as  to  the  methods  of  bringing 
the  Divine  nourishment  to  the  congregation.  .Jesus  fur- 
nishes the  methods  as  well  as  the  materials.  His  appointed 
means  of  grace  are  omers  for  the  manna.  But  while,  my 
brother,  you  faithfully  administer  the  means  of  grace,  you 
will  encourage  your  own  heart,  and  the  hearts  of  your  peo- 
ple, by  anticipating  the  hour  when  even  these  blessed  in- 
strumentalities shall  he  outgrown.  The  Israelites  daily  us- 
ed the  omer  till  they  reached  the  new  corn  of  the  promised 
land.  Our  means  of  grace  are  only  for  our  pilgrim  state. 
When  we  reach  the  better  country,  the  written  Word  shall 
be  exchanged  for  Christ's  personal  instruction — the  Sabbath 
for  that  sweet  rest  which  remaineth,  and  the  sacramental 
bread  for  the  "  hidden  manna."  The  under  shepherd  shall 
then  surrender  his  staff  to  the  Great  "  Shepherd  and  Bish- 
op of  Souls,"  and  both  pastor  and  flock  shall  ''  hunger  no 
more  ;"  "  for  the  Lamb  which  is  in  the  midst  of  the  throne 
shall  feed  them,  and  shall  lead  them  into  living  fountains  of 
waters." 


CHARGE  TO  THE  PASTOR. 


by  rev.  i.  n.  cundall. 

My  Dear  Brother  : 

It  seems  indelicate  for  us,  children  of  this  church,  called 
homo  to  the  solemn  celebration  of  this  new  relation,  though 
permitted  places  with  these  brethren  in  the  ministry,  to 
presume  here  to  offer  words  of  counsel. 

Our  associations  here  are  those  of  childhood,  with  recol- 
lections but  too  fresh  of  roguery  and  perchance  of  guile. 
Here  we  were  accustomed  to  receive — not  to  impart — 
knowledge. 

Now,  that,  in  accordance  with  the  custom  of  our  churches 
fitting  words  should  be  spoken  on  the  commitment  of  these 
high  interests  to  your  hands,  we  involuntarily  turn  for  the 
pastor  of  our  own  childhood.  We  seem  to  see  that  revered 
old  man,  staff  in  hand,  come  up  this  middle  aisle,  ascend 
these  steps,  and  stand  in  this  pulpit  to  offer  burning  words 
of  charge  for  the  spiritual  interests  of  this  people  whom  he 
ever  loved,  for  whom  he  detighted  to  labor,  and  for  whom 
he  never  forgot  to  pray.  Well  do  we  remember  how  we 
last  saw  him  here,  faithful  still,  at  the  funeral  of  the  wife 
of  an  aged  blind  parishioner,  sustaining  the  old  survivor, 
who  reached  his  trembling  hands  down  into  the  coffin  to 
feel  the  form  of  a  face  he  could  not  see.  Here  for  a  third  of 
a  century  and  more  that  good  man  stood  upon  these  sacred 
walls,  blowing  boldly  a  trumpet  which  gave  no  uncertain 
sound.  Here  he  early  hud  his  hands  on  our  heads  ami 
baptized  us  into  the  name  o\'  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son, 
and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Here  he  dwelt  for  half  a  century 
among  his  own  people.  Wo  are  told,  one  day  he  tell  asleep. 
They  say  he  awoke  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  Shall 
not  young  men  rise  up  to  call  him  blessed?  His  place  has 
since  been  occupied  by  another,  and  another,  and  another. 
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May  the  rare  characteristics  of  a  true  bishop  which  these 
your   predecessors  possessed,  descend  with  their  mantle 
which  rests  down  upon  you,  my  brother,  to-day  ! 

My  brother,  the  aged  people  of  this,  now,  your  parish, 
are  our  parents  or  those  who  buried  them.  These  in  mid- 
dle life  are  our  brothers  and  sisters  and  mates,  with  whom 
we  roamed  over  fields  where  are  now  these  thickly  popu- 
lated streets.  These  little  ones,  whose  delicate  affections 
as  tendrils  have  already  learned  the  way  to  twine  them- 
selves around  your  heart,  are  their  children.  With  hearts 
full  of  longing,  Reverend  sir,  we  urge  you,  be  faithful  in 
this  new  field.  On  behalf  of  this  church,  of  which  we  were 
members,  and  under  whose  training  we  were  pointed  to  the 
ministry  of  reconciliation,  as  still  of  this  church,  we  charge 
you  with  the  responsibilities  of  this  great  trust.  In  the 
name  of  the  churches  surrounding  you,  many  of  which  are 
represented  in  this  Council  and  are  to  feel  the  influence  of 
your  life  and  teachings,  let  the  atmosphere  you  breathe  about 
you  be  that  of  Heaven.  For  these  brothers  in  the  ministry 
in  whose  counsels  you  are  to  mingle,  and  who  are  to  catch 
much  of  your  spirit  and  habit,  be  earnest  for  souls.  Be 
your  baptism  that  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  of  fire.  In  the 
name  of  the  Great  Master,  whose  embassador  you  are  to 
this  people,  we  charge  you,  bear  about  in  your  body  and 
life  the  dying  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  the  eternal  living  of 
those  for  whom  he  died. 

Deferring  to  the  literary  and  professional  honors  which 
have  been  conferred  on  you  and  which  you  so  worthily 
wear,  I  wave  the  forms  of  general  charge  usually  given  to 
this  part,  and  simply  suggest  some  special  religious  ten- 
dencies which  have  in  them  just  now  peculiar  elements  of 
danger. 

While  correct  views  of  the  Divine  Being  lie  at  the  very 
basis  of  a  thoroughly  religious  life  and  character,  many  are 
now  striving  to  dethrone  God  or  make  him  one  like  them- 
selves. The  evidences  of  the  Divine  existence  are  neglected. 
These  need  to  be  preached  with  power.  The  natural  and 
moral  attributes  of  God  are  losing  their  force  in  popular 
conception.  God  not  only  in  power  and  knowledge,  but 
God  morally  immutable,  a  being  of  love,  and  a  being  of 
justice  consistent  with  grace,  as  well,  must  be  the  object 
of  human  adoration.  That  conception  which  degrades  God, 
degrades  man  ;  which  humanizes  God,  brutalizes  humanity. 

The  strict  inspiration  of  the  Divine  word  is  but  too  often 
substantially  denied  or  explained  away.  The  faithful 
preacher  of  the  word  must  strive  to  restore  the  Bible  to 
its  rightful  place,  that  it  be  received  implicitly  as  the  Word 
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of  God,  and  find  its  Ik. me  a  in  the  days  ofonr  fathers,  in 
the  family,  and  in  the  hearts  of  the  people.  Lei  the  good 
old  days  of  religious  training  return,  with  the  hours  "I  Bible 
study;  and  lei  encouragement  and  instruction  be  given  to 
this  in  public  teaching. 

II  cannol  have  escaped  your  notice  thai  many  of  ih<-  car- 
dinal doctrines  of  our  common  faith  are  boldly  assailed. 
Plain  scripture  statements  are  perverted,  and  definitions  of 
fundamental  terms  are  changed  ;  changed  as  bul  recently 
were  the  signals  all  along  our  southern  coast,  always  to  de- 
stroy. Scepticism  In  an  artful  literature,  full  of  doubts, 
questioning,  innuendos  and  ridicule,  is  doing  the  work  o1 
infidelity.  No  works  of  currenl  literature  are  more  im- 
mensely popular  than  those  whoso  pith  and  aim  is  to 
unsettle  old,  established  religious  ideas,  especially  of  the 
nature  and  conditions  of  a  future  life.  Since,  now.  there  is 
little  or  nothing  to  fear  beyond  the  grave,  sin  loses  its  enor- 
mity, regeneration  is  unnecessary,  Chrisl  and  atonemenl  are 
a  myth  and  oven  Heaven  itself  dwindles  into  mere  earthly 
affinities,  or,  at  best,  the  gayeties  of  evening  reception-. 
Gotland  Christ,  the  Spirit  and  the  bride,  the  high  demands 
of  law,  the  persuasives  of  Calvary,  a  retribution  and  judg- 
ment, heaven  and  hell,  are  swepl  away.  Strange  indeed  to 
US  who  cannot  understand  why  these  things  should  he  :  l"it 
if  they  are,  if  poison  is  being  imbibed  and  we  know  it.  and 
we  do  know  it,  is  it  not  duty  to  remove  the  poison  or  he 
casting-  about  for  antidotes. 

Preach  the  word,  Christ'the  central  power.  Hold  up  the 
great  truth  now  and  ever  that  Christ  came  to  save  men  : 
that  this  was  his  great  object,  to  glorify  the  Father  in  the 
salvation  of  the  sonls  of  men  ;  that  man  needed  salvation 
because  of  sin  against  God;  that  the  deeper  the  sin  the 
greater  the  need  of  a  Saviour,  and  the  greater  the  glory  of 
the  Jesus  who  saves. 

If  there  be  wide-spreading  infidelity  as  it  i-  claimed 
there  is,  as  to  the  ministry  and  churches  being  God's  besl 
means  of  bringing  the  gospel  to  the  minds  and  hearts  of 
men,  let  us  in  all  humility  accept  the  rebuke,  tor  the  finger 
points  to  us.  Arc  wo  not  responsible,  by  our  unfaithful- 
ness, for  these  impressions  and  those  sad  results?  Has 
there  not  boon  too  much  a  lack  of  entire  commitment  to 
our  work,  lack  of  personal  devotion,  and  hence  timidity  of 
speech  and  weals  knees  in  view  of  demanded  action;  Let 
there  be  no  undue  studying  of  questions  oi'  finance,  or  con- 
templations of  having  fallen  on  evil  times  ;  no  temporizing 
policy  ;  no  mere  catering  to  popular  taste.  You  are  the 
minister  of  God.      His  is  the  central  government  by  whom 
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you  are  sent  out,  from  whom  you  have  received  your 
instructions,  and  to  whom  you  are  to  make  your  report. 
Be  boldly  loyal  to  God. 

If  thou  hast  whispered  truth, 

Whisper  it  no  longer ; 
Speak  as  the  thunder  speaks. 

Louder  and  stronger. 

A  large  part  of  your  work  cannot  be  done  in  the  study 
or  in  the  pulpit.  You  will  need  to  go  out  from  home,  to 
enter  these  households,  to  mingle  with  these  business  men 
in  their  places  of  business,  these  professional  men  in  their 
offices,  these  merchants  and  clerks  in  their  stores,  these 
mechanics  and  artizans  and  employes  in  the  factories  and 
shops.  You  will  wish  to  be  acquainted  religiously  with 
every  element  of  your  parish  and  with  the  peculiar  expe- 
rience of  Christ-life  in  the  heart  of  each  one  of  your  people. 
This  you  can  only  secure  by  making  it  vour  business  to  2"o 
up  and  down  these  streets  asking  the  question,  ' '  What 
think  ye  of  Christ?"  Aside  from  the  closet,  no  better 
preparation  can  you  have  to  meet  their  peculiar  wants. 
Let  your  errand  be  known  and  felt  to  be  a  Christian 
errand. 

It  is  your  privilege  and  duty  to  know  the  place  given  to 
the  Bible  in  the  families  of  your  charge ;  the  condition  of 
the  family  altar,  if  the  stones  be  cemented  firmly  in  their 
places,  or  if  there  be  crumbling  and  decay,  or  indeed  if  it 
be  gone  entirely :  and  with  faithfulness  to  give  encourage- 
ment or  call  to  duty.  As  is  the  family  so  is  the  church. 
In  those  tender  relations  and  manifestations  of  religious 
life  as  they  exist  between  the  husband  and  wife,  the  parent 
and  child,  are  the  pastor's  most  delicate  duties  and  those 
most  prolific  of  good.  I  know  I  speak  for  this  church  and 
people  when  I  charge  you  to  enter  these  dwellings  not 
merely  as  the  social,  genial  man,  but  with  words  of  com- 
fort and  cheer  and  love  for  the  Master,  which  shall  make 
these  homes  those  domestic  Edens  where  helpful  graces 
dwell.  And  in  this  duty  may  a  smile  of  welcome  at  each 
door  await  you. 

We  charge  you  to  labor  to  call  out  the  undeveloped  en- 
ergies of  this  church.  Much  talent  here  lies  dormant. 
Many  of  Christ's  disciples  to  whom  he  said,  "Go  work 
to-day  in  my  vineyard,"  are  here  accomplishing  little  for 
Christ.  Many  are  disposed  to  work  but  need  to  be  directed. 
These  forces  are  to  be  marshalled,  and  work  so  laid  out  as 
to  call  forth  the  powers  of  all  this  people.  This  field  should 
be  made  to  blossom  in  all  its  parts.  Those  who  have  been 
stationary,  or  simply  loitering,  sauntering  along  the  road 
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flu  heaven,  nm-i    be  taught   to  begin  to  live  for  other*  and 
to  press  on.     The  prayer  meeting,  the  missionary  meeting, 
Deed   reviving.      The   religious   pulse  of  all   Deeds  T 
quickened,  and  a  constanl   higher  life  attained.     Sinner*. 
oncon verted,  meet  von  on  every  walk,    [fwe  believe  what 
we  profess  i"  believe  concerning  the  lost,  must  not  account 
of  pastor  and   people  alike  he  called  when  the  books  are 
opened.     Labor  in  season  and  out  of  season  to  - 
from  impending  death. 

Those  aged  disciples,  whose  gray  hair-  herald  the  grim 
messenger  of  death  in  these  years  of  declining  age,  depend 
much  on  the  care  and  counsel  of  their  pastor.  As  in  acre 
piety  becomes  simple  in  its  oianifestations,  so  the  affections 
then  assume  anew  a  childlike  confidence.  Be  you  here  the 
staff  upon  which  the  old  man  shall  love  to  lean,  and  as  life 
gives  way.  he  to  him  a  heavenly  solace  and  comfort. 

We  commend  to  your  sympathy  and  care  those  who  are 
now  bearing  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  who  are  now 
in  the  midst  of  the  struggles  and  duties  of  business  as  well 
as  religious  life.  Years  are  rapidly  passing.  Watch  you 
that  these  years  be  filled  full  of  responsible  duties  for 
Christ.     If  any  men  need  consideration,  well  do  these. 

And  there  are  those  just  stepping  upon  the  theatre  of 
active  life,  with  characters  not  entirely  formed,  with  plans 
for  life  not  fully  developed.  Much  for  the  future  depends 
on  them.  Let  the  remaining  work  be  done  for  them  faith- 
fully. Who  knows  what  the  life  shall  be,  or  where  it  will 
be  spent !  A  few  will  remain  here.  The  larger  number 
will  go  abroad.  They  will  respond  to  many  callings,  and 
from  many  lands.  But  wherever  they  go.  see  that  they  go 
bearing  the  impress  of  Christ.  Five  of  us  taking  part  in 
this  service,  to-day.  come  from  five  different  States  :  from 
the  metropolis  of  our  nation,  from  the  ocean  shores  ot'  the 
East,  from  the  green  hills  of  the  North,  and  from  the  banks 
of  the  "Father  of  waters."  Two  of  the  Dumber,  the  preach- 
er and  the  speaker,  have  been  separated  for  twenty  years, 
and  the  hearty  grasp  of  the  hand  is  yet  in  waiting.  I 
found  more  young  men  who  were  formerly  with  me  in  this 
church,  yesterday,  in  the  city  ot'  Providence,  than  1  have 
yet  recognized  in  this  place.  Day  before  yesterday,  the 
smack  o\'  a  golden  hammer  en  a  golden  spike,  away  yonder 
among  the  Nevadas,  was  heard  by  telegraph  by  members 
from  this  church  in  Boston,  in  Worcester,  in  New  York,  in 
Chicago,  in  St.  Paul,  in  St.  Louis,  in  San  Francisco.  Our 
young  people  do  not  stay.  They  go  :  and  where  they  go 
they  life-long  exert  an  influence  for  or  against  Christ. 

And  another  class.     You  know  how  it  was  with  the  old 
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Roman  general.  As  he  was  about  to  die  they  placed  him 
on  a  balcony  in  front  of  his  villa,  and  strove  to  revive  him 
by  causing  the  remnant  of  the  veterans  of  his  army,  those 
with  whom  he  had  fought  and  by  whose  arms  he  had  saved 
the  empire,  to  pass  before  him.  They  came,  old,  decrepit 
and  maimed,  with  crutches  and  staves.  He  watched  them 
fondly  and  narrowly,  and  as  they  vanished  from  view,  his 
eyes  dropped  and  he  groaned,  "  What  will  become  of  my 
country  when  these  are  gone  ?  "  Then  came  vigorous  men 
of  the  Roman  legion,  strong  and  stalwart,  and  as  "with 
firmness  and  majesty  and  mighty  tramp  they  marched  on 
he  said,  "Ah,  yes  !  but  these  too  will  soon  be  gone,  and 
what  will  become  of  my  country  then  ?  "  Then  there  came 
processions  of  children,  and  as  they  tripped  along,  waving 
their  banners,  and  looked  up  into  the  face  of  the  old  man, 
while  happiness  and  confidence  beamed  in  their  bright 
countenances,  the  life  of  earlier  years  seemed  to  return ; 
he  straightened  up,  and  complacently  folded  his  arms,  and 
turning  to  his  generals  exclaimed,  "  My  country  is  safe! 
my  country  is  safe  !  "  So,  my  brother,  shall  your  depend- 
ence, our  churches',  and  our  country's,  be  not  in  these  aged 
who  are  passing  away,  nor  in  these  middle  aged  who  will 
soon  be  gone,  but  on  these  little  ones,  these  whom  our 
Saviour  blessed,  these  to  whom  he  likened  his  religion. 
"  Feed  my  sheep,"  indeed,  but  "Feed  my  lambs."  Neglect 
not  these.  Jesus  rises  from  the  dead  and  leaves  this 
charge  for  you,  "  Feed  my  lambs." 

One  great  distinctive  feature  of  our  religion,  and  one 
long  ago  given,  is  that  the  poor  have  the  gospel  preached  to 
them.  The  poor  we  have  always  with  us.  There  will  be 
constant  allurements  enticing  you  to  the  homer  of  the  well- 
to-do  and  the  parlors  of  the  affluent.  There  are  reasons 
but  too  powerful  why  these  classes  are  not  likely  to  be 
neglected.  But  remember  the  poor,  the  hard  working,  the 
struggling,  in  tenement  and  cottage.  When  James,  Cephas 
and  John  gave  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  to  Paul,  whom 
they  thought  had  received  in  some  respects  better  advan- 
tages than  themselves,  the  burden  of  their  charge  was, 
"  Remember  the  poor."  Of  the  ten  thousand  made  widows 
and  orphans  in  this  State,  by  the  late  war,  some  are  here. 
Others  there  are  like  them,  or  in  worse  circumstances  than 
they.  Real  or  conceived  neglect  by  the  pastor  and  the 
people,  keeps  vastly  larger  numbers  from  our  congregations 
and  aloof  from  the  means  of  grace  than  shame,  or  want  of 
food  or  clothing.  Visit  the  poor,  the  widow  and  the  father- 
less in  their  affliction  ;  yes,  and  in  their  need.  Remember 
the  poor,  the  sons  and  daughters  of  penury  and  want. 
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You  are  more  fully  aware  than  any  of  as  of  the  lii*_rli  and 
holy  mission  on  which  God    has   Benl   you  here,  and  tlrit 
much  of  your  power  musl  come  from  the  impr 
vou  make  as  a  Christian  man  among  ilii-  p     , 
life  will  be  known  and  read.     As  in  the  old  cathedrals  each 
window  represents  some  distinct  event   in  tli«'  life  of  J< 
and  <•-•!<  h  pane  of  glass  a  separate  scene,  and  1 1  j  *  -  whole  so 
arranged  as  to  impel  those  entering  right  on  through  fretted 
aisle  directly  to  the  altar,  there  to  fall   prostrate  before  the 
pictured  image  on  the  Cross,  so  lei  your  life  in  all  it-  parts 
be  so  many  delineations  of  the  life  of  Christ   in  the  human 
soul,  by  unconscious  influences  and  incenl  ives  bearing  these 
souls  on  to  the  great  Altar,  there  to  bow  in  humble  con- 
trition and   devout  adoration  at  the  feet  of  Jesus   Christ 
crucified  for  men. 

We  congratulate  you  on  the  noble  field  to  which  you  are 
welcomed,  and  the  bright  auspices  for  usefulness  opening 
before  you.  We  commit  this  trust  to  your  hands  in  the 
name  of  him  who  says,  "Go .  .  teach .  .  baptizing  in  the  name 
of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost ; 
teaching . .  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have  com- 
manded you  ;  and  lo,  I  am  with  you  alway.  even  unto  the 
end  of  the  world."  Let  coming  years  tell  of  your  labors. 
Christopher  Wren,  the  architect  of  the  great  cathedral,  after 
long  years  of  study,  calculation  and  labor,  produced  the 
grand  structure,  the  work  of  his  life.  Now  the  visitor  en- 
tering the  nave  of  St.  Paul's,  reads  at  the  right,  on  a  plain 
tablet  set  in  the  wall,  this  inscription,  "  Christopher  Wren  : 
if  you  would  find  his  monument,  look  about  you."  So, 
after  long  years  of  faithful  service  here,  may  your  monu- 
ment be  seen  in  the  good  results  of  life-work  left  behind 
you.  Then,  as  the  soul  passes,  late,  to  its  reward,  and  the 
word  of  death  is  sadly  spoken,  shall  come  from  this  mourn- 
ing parish,  and  loved  ones  far  away,  hearts  sorrowing,  the 
response,  echoed  in  strains  of  welcome  by  rapt  seraphs 
around  the  throne, — 

Servant  of  God :  well  done  ! 

Praise  be  thy  new  employ. 
And  while  eternal  ages  run 

Rest  in  thy  Master's  joy. 


RIGHT  HAND  OF  FELLOWSHIP. 


BY  EEV.  JOSEPH  DANIELSON. 

My  Dear  Brother  in  Christ,  and  in  the  blessed  "Min- 
istry of  Reconciliation." 

It  falls  to  my  lot,  at  the  present  stage  of  the  proceedings 
of  this  occasion,  to  extend  to  you  the  warm,  Christian  sal- 
utations of  the  Ministerial  Association  and  Churches  here 
represented. 

Of  the  preciousness  and  value  of  kindly  words  and  cor- 
dial greetings,  I  surely  have  no  need  to  speak  to  you  at 
length.  For  you  and  I  well  know  how  natural,  yea  uni- 
versal is  the  craving  for  human  sympathy.  We  see  it 
exhibited  in  the  little  child,  in  the  person  of  maturer 
years,  and  indeed  among  those  of  whatever  condition  or 
rank  in  society. 

But  if  there  is  any  one  class  more  than  another,  to  whom 
the  mutual  interchange  of  kindness  and  interest  has  a  pe- 
culiar value,  it  is  to  the  men  who  are  called  of  God  to 
minister  in  holy  things.  Amid  the  experiences  incident  to 
their  life,  whether  joyous  or  sad,  their  hearts  instinctively 
turn  to  one  another  for  that  which  shall  render  the  sun- 
shine brighter,  and  the  clouds  less  fearful  and  dark.  And 
none,  however  eminent,  are  above  the  need  of  the  sympa- 
thy of  their  brethren.  Not  even  so  heroic  a  man  as  Paul, 
who  often,  as  you  remember,  returned  from  his  missionary 
tours  to  Jerusalem,  that  he  might  receive  the  congratula- 
tions and  counsels  of  his  fellow  apostles ;  and  when  a 
weary  and  disconsolate  prisoner  at  Apii  Forum  and  the 
Three  Taverns,  welcomed,  most  gratefully,  beloved  breth- 
ren from  Rome,  who  had  come  a  distance  of  sixty  miles  to 
cheer  and  comfort  him. 

Nor  indeed  was  our  Saviour  himself,  the  great  and  over- 
flowing Fountain  of   sympathy,   superior  to  the  need  of 


29 

receiving  the  same  from  lii-  disciples;  for  it  is  a  note- 
worthy tact,  thai  both  on  the  .Mount  of  Transfiguration,  and 
in  the  Garden  of  Qethsemane,  He  took  with  him  Peter  and 
James  and  John — the  mosl  Loving  and  trustworthy  of  the 
twelve — thai  i Im •  >  mighl  be  the  sharers  of  hie  grief  and 
the  partakers  of  his  joy. 

.Mosl  gladly,  therefore,  do  I,  my  dear  brother,  in  expres- 
sion of  our  mutual  sympathy  in  the  common  cause  of  our 
Master,  < - x  1  < •  1 1 <  1  to  you,  on  this  the  day  of  your  settlement 
among  us,  :i  cordial  and  fraternal  greeting. 

In  doing  this,  I    bespeak    the    feelings,  not    alone    of  the 

ministerial  brotherhood  with  which  you  are  to  he  more 
immediately  connected,  but  also  of  these  other  brethren, 
the  sons  of  this  church,  who  are  permitted  to  he  present 
to-day  and  participate  in  these  delightful  services. 

And,  first  of  all,  we  would  welcome  you  as  the  future 
watchman  of  this  beloved  Zion,  a  branch  of  Christ's 
Church,  in  which  we,  at  least,  have  abundant  reason  to 
feel  a  most  tender  interest;  inasmuch  as  it  is  associated 
with  the  sweet  memories  of  early  childhood,  and  with  those 
precious  seasons  of  revival,  in  which,  through  the  grace  of 
God,  we  first  gave  our  hearts  to  the  Saviour,  and,  at  his 
calling  too,  we  trust,  to  the  more  immediate  work  of  pro- 
claiming His  gospel. 

We  most  cordially  welcome  you  also,  to  the  sisterhood 
of  churches  in  Windam  County,  (a  County  loyal  par  excel- 
lence to  her  Country,  if  not  to  her  God)  assuring  you,  sir, 
that  in  all  your  intercourse  with  these  churches,  you  will 
meet  with  a  hearty  reception,  not  only  in  their  ministerial 
convocations  and  in  pulpit  exchanges,  but  as  you  may  min- 
gle more  familiarly  with  them  in  society,  and  at  their 
homes.  And  we  congratulate  them  in  turn,  that  they  are 
to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  one  of  so  large  an  experience  as 
yours  has  been,  and  whose  labors  in  another  portion  o\' 
our  Commonwealth  have  been  so  abundantly  blessed  of 
God. 

In  outward  token,  therefore,  of  these  assurances,  and  of 
many  more,  which  can  only  be  felt,  not  spoken.  I  affection- 
ately extend  to  you,  my  dear  brother,  the  Right  Hand  o\' 
Christian  Fellowship,  trusting  that  you  will  not  only  re- 
ceive the  sympathy  and  kind  wishes  of  those  with  whom 
you  are  to  be  associated,  but  their  prayers  and  active 
cooperation  also,  that  this  may  be  a  long  pastorate,  and  that 
the  largest  success  may  reward  your  efforts,  both  in  the 
edification  of  this  beloved  church,  and  in  the  addition 
thereto  of  many  of  such  as  shall  be  "saved  through  the 
blood  of  sprinkling." 
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To  which  end,  may  "The  Lord  bless  you  and  keep  you, 
The  Lord  make  his  face  to  shine  upon  you  and  be  gracious 
unto  you,     The  Lord  lift  up  his  countenance  upon  you  and 
give  you  peace."     Amen. 


ADDRESS  TO  THE  PEOPLE. 


BY    REV.    HENRY    F.    HYDE. 


It  is  with  diffidence  that  I  attempt  to  address  the  people 
of  iny  old  home  on  such  an  occasion  as  this.  But  a  little 
while  ago,  a  listener  with  you  to  the  preaching  of  those 
who  were  then  our  pastors,  a  Sabbath  School  scholar  with 
many  of  you  who  have  now  come  to  take  your  places  as 
active  members  of  this  Church,  a  scholar  taught  by  some 
who  are  here  to-day, — it  can  hardly  seem  my  place  to  speak 
to  you  of  duties  arising  from  the  new  relations  into  which 
you  enter  to-day. 

Yet  it  is  a  great  pleasure  to  to  be  permitted  to  join  in 
this  family  reunion,  as  one  nurtured  in  his  early  Christian 
life  among  you,  and  going  forth  from  you  with  three  other 
dear  brethren,  ourselves  to  become  teachers  in  the  church, 
to  strive  to  help  others  to  the  infinite  gift  which  came  to  us 
here.  I  recall  joyously  to  mind  the  scene  which  transpired 
in  these  aisles  fourteen  years  ago  this  Summer,  when  three- 
fourths  of  a  hundred  of  us  stood  up  together  to  unite  our- 
selves by  public  vow  and  consecration  to  the  Church  of 
Christ,  and  among  them,  two  of  those  who  take  part  in 
these  exercises  to-day,  three  from  your  number  had  already 
gone  out  publicly  to  witness  for  Jesus,  aud  to  strive  to  win 
souls  for  his  Kingdom,  two  of  whom  are  now  joyously  serv- 
ing Him  above,  one  united  with  us  here.  The  four  younsrer 
of  us  date  our  spiritual  birth-day  to  the  same  period,  when 
the  glorious  revival  of  '54  and  '55  carried  so  many  into  the 
kingdom  of  heaven. 

I  am  speaking  as  if  all  whom  I  address  were  a  part  of 
the  events  transpiring  then.  But  I  look,  and  behold,  what 
wide  gaps  Time  has  made  !  Familiar  faces  are  here,  that 
make  this  place  seem  still  like  home  to  us  who  return,  but 
many,  both  of  the  old  and  young,  who  witnessed  the  scenes 
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of  fourteen  years  ago,  have  fallen  asleep.  Others  have 
found  new  homes,  their  places  have  been  taken  by  stran- 
gers, who  again  must  give  way  to  others,  ever  keeping  up 
the  unceasing  circle  of  change.  Pastor  and  people  depart, 
having  filled  their  stations  once  for  all,  bearing  a  record 
which  can  never  be  changed.  The  men  and  women  pass 
away,  but  their  deeds  and  records  shall  remain  in  their 
effects  through  eternity ;  shall  make  their  impress  upon 
society,  upon  the  church,  upon  the  world  so  far  as  their 
influence  has  extended,  an  impress  which  cannot  be  effaced 
for  all  time. 

Thus,  let  us  reflect,  will  it  be  with  the  business  transacted 
to-day.  The  event  will  speedily  be  numbered  with  those  of 
the  past,  but  its  results  will  abide  in  this  church  and  com- 
munity, thence  rolling  out,  like  the  wavelets  of  the  ocean, 
spreading  out  wider  and  wider  into  the  church  universal, 
into  the  world  which  encompasses  it,  flowing  down,  too, 
from  generation  to  generation,  leaving  some  trace,  however 
faint  to  human  apprehension,  yet  known  and  recorded  by 
God.  What  the  record  of  these  results  shall  be,  brethren 
and  sisters  of  this  Church  of  Christ,  rests,  in  great  measure, 
with  yourselves. 

To-day,  we  rejoice  at  what  seems,  to  our  human  vision, 
the  auspicious  prospects  of  this,  a  new  pastorate.  We, 
children  of  this  church,  congratulate  you,  as  those  having  a 
deep  and  tender  interest  in  your  welfare,  that  you  have 
been  so  led  by  Providence,  as  to  find,  without  long  and  per- 
plexing trial,  one  upon  whom  you  have  so  unanimously  and 
harmoniously  united  as  your  pastor.  Truly  has  the  hand  of 
God  been  evident  in  the  leading  of  you  so  quickly  and  so 
happily  to  a  decision.  And  now,  I  repeat,  it  remains  with 
you,  in  great  part,  and  so  far  as  human  workings  go,  how 
so  desirable  and  auspicious  a  beginniug  shall  be  consum- 
mated. Whether  this  union  shall  be  productive  of  great 
spiritual  strength  to  the  church,  of  hearty  rejoicing  among 
all  God's  people  from  beholding  the  prosperity  of  this  por- 
tion of  Zion,  whether  your  own  hearts  shall  be  filled  more 
and  more  with  joy  and  your  souls  with  praise  and  thanks- 
giving, because  of  inroads  upon  Satan's  kingdom  in  this 
place,  and  accessions  to  the  number  of  Christ's  followers, 
will  depend  upon  the  zeal  and  energy, — above  all,  upon  the 
humility  and  love,  the  spirituality  and  tenderness  of  sympa- 
thy with  which  you  enter  into  labor  with  your  pastor.  For 
we  must  bear  in  mind  ever,  that  the  work  of  building  up 
Jerusalem  should  be  the  joint  work  of  all  who  love  her  "tem- 
ples, of  all  who  lament  that  her  walls  are  broken  down. 
Nehemiah,  to   be  sure,  plans  and  directs,  encourages,  re- 
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ass  urns  and  incites,  infuses  courage  Mid  hope  into  the  learta 
of  the  people  and  teaches  the  word  of  'i<<d  unto  them,  hot, 
at  the  same  time,  eaeh  man,  with  unity  of  purpose,  builds 

Up  his    portion  over   against   his  own    house.       Ami    thus  the 

work  goes  bravely  on,  Sanballat  and  Tobiab  rage  in  vain, 
the  enemy's  counsels  come  to  nought.  The  hear!  of  leader 
and  people  must  be  as  one,  their  sympathies  as  one,  their 
hopes  and  plans  as  one.  All  minor  differences  of  opinion, 
and  all  private  feelings,  must  be  swept  away  by  the  tide  of 
love  welling  up  in  the  heart  towards  our  common  Lord  aad 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  towards  the  church  which  he  has  es- 
tahlished,  towards  the  brethren.  On  this  foundation  of 
love,  primarily,  must  rest  the  union  between  pastor  and 
people.  If  we  might  use,  without  irreverence,  the  illustra- 
tion of  the  Apostle,  we  might  say  that,  as  the  union  between 
Christ  and  the  Church  is  the  counterpart  of  the  marriage 
relation,  so  is  that  between  him  who  stands  as  an  embassa- 
dor of  Christ  and  the  portion  of  the  Church  committed  to 
his  charge.  The  happiness  and  blessed  results  of  the  union 
must  spring  from  mutual  love  and  esteem.  It  is  not  only 
the  joy  which  arises  from  such  love,  that  we  must  look  at, 
but  we  must  consider  it  a  Christian  duty,  in  which  is  in- 
volved the  prosperity  of  Zion. 

The  minister  is  a  servant,  to  be  sure,  but  a  servant  in 
love  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  which  service  all  Chris- 
tians are  likewise  bound.  He  is  not  a  servant  of  the  people, 
but  with  the  people.  He  is  a  servant  called  to  a  peculiar 
portion  of  the  work,  but  in  the  same  general  field  with  all 
the  followers  of  Christ.  To  him  is  given  the  highest  and 
holiest  offices,  to  deal  with  the  most  sacred  and  tenderest 
relations.  It  is  his  to  lead  the  soul  sick  with  sin  to  the 
great  Physician,  to  help  to  deliverance  the  heart  oppressed 
with  doubts  and  heavy  with  gloom  ;  it  is  his  also  to  transmit 
to  his  fellow  mortals  the  word  of  reproof  and  warning  which 
God  has  put  into  his  mouth.  Every  true  minister  is  the 
successor  not  of  the  Apostles  alone,  but  of  the  old  Hebrew 
prophets  also,  as  commissioned  by  God  to  utter  His  counsel 
and  to  declare  unto  men  His  will. 

Do  I  magnify  my  office?  Does  not  God's  word  magnify 
it,  and  command  the  people  to  esteem  the  preacher  very 
highly  for  his  works'  sake?  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Christian 
Church  to  magnify  this  office,  by  watching  that  none  but 
God-fearing,  God-believing  men  enter  upon  it.  by  helping 
into  it  such  men  as  will  faithfully  ami  efficiently  serve  the 
Master  there,  and  by  honoring,  for  the  office's  sake,  those 
whom  God  has  led  into  it. 

It  is  committed  to  the  Church,  and  the  Church  must  be 
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faithful  to  the  commission,  that  a  pure  Ministry  of  the  word 
be  preserved  and  supported.  This,  under  God,  is  the  main 
hope  of  Christianity.  If  the  professed  people  of  God  fail 
here,  they  contemn  the  wisdom  of  God  who  founded  the 
Ministry,  and  commanded  the  people  that  they  who  preached 
the  Gospel  should  also  live  bjr  the  Gospel.  And  not  a  pure 
ministry  only,  but  a  free  and  sufficient,  a  learned  ministry, 
one  strong  in  God,  able  to  meet  whatever  foes  come  out  to 
challenge  the  Israel  of  God  to  combat,  is  demanded  by  the 
times  and  should  be  supported  and  encouraged  by  the 
Church. 

I  congratulate  you,  and  commend  your  sense  of  justice  in 
setting  so  good  an  example  to  the  Churches  of  this  County, 
in  the  matter  of  supplying  your  pastor's  temporal  necessi- 
ties. You  have  been  just,  now  you  can  be  generous.  Do 
not  be  afraid  that'  your  Minister  will  get  too  rich.  The 
Clergy  of  New  England  are  not  a  purse-proud  race  ;  I  trust 
that  they  are  not  eager  to  accumulate  wealth,  if  so,  stern 
necessity  will  soon  teach  them  to  curb  their  eagerness.  The 
Churches,  in  tender  kindness,  do  not  seem  disposed  to  put 
the  obstacle  of  riches  in  their  Minister's  way  to  heaven.  It 
is  well.  The  clergy  should  not  be  money  seekers  or  money 
getters.  Far  be  the  day  when  the  Protestant  ministry  shall 
become,  what  the  Romish  priesthood,  in  part,  have  been  and 
are — cunning  purveyors  for  the  Church's  wealth.  But  still 
the  people  owe  it  to  themselves  that  their  pastors  do  not 
groan  under  the  burden  of  debt,  incurred  for  their  educa- 
tion ;  that  they  do  not  exhaust  their  mental  resources  in 
striving  to  make  the  ends  of  the  year  meet ;  that  their  wives 
be  not  brought  down  to  an  early  grave  by  over-work  and 
over-anxiety  ;  that  they  be  poorer  workmen  than  they  might 
be  for  want  of  tools  to  work  with.  Thus  much  is  no  more 
than  Christian  justice  certainly  to  a  class,  which,  the  New 
York  Times,  a  secular  paper,  says,  does  more  than  any 
other  class,  not  only  for  the  religious  welfare  of  the  people 
and  their  moral  improvement,  but  also  for  social,  educa- 
tional and  benevolent  reforms. 

But  your  own  Christian  hearts  will  tell  you,  brethren  aud 
sisters  of  this  church,  that  you  have  only  made  a  good  be- 
ginning when  you  have  provided  for  the  material  wants  of 
}rour  pastor.  The  union  consummated  to-day  is  formed, 
we  trust,  in  Christian  love,  a  love  that  we  hope  will  increase 
from  year  to  year,  even  till  it  be  broken  off  here  to  be  per- 
fected in  heaven.  The  instinct  of  that  love,  will  prompt 
you  to  a  sympathy  with  your  minister  in  his  trials  and  his 
labors  fir  your  good.  You  expect  that  he  will  be  with  you 
in  your  dark  and  trying  hours,  that  he  will  be  ever  ready, 
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when  grief  overwhelms  you,  kindly  and  tenderly  to  point 
you  to  a  sympathizing  Saviour.  It.  will  be  his  sad  duty  to 
perform  the  last  rites  for  your  dead.  Von  know,  many  of 
you,  how  a  pastor  is  endeared  to  your  hearts  by  such  tender 

sympathy.  And  even  in  |.s>cr  trials,  in  -•■a-on-  of  per- 
plexity and  of  worldly  trouble,  or  in  times  of  spiritual 
difficulty  and  darkness,  how  precious  you   find  a  pastor's 

words  of  counsel  and  kind  assistance. 

And  now  does  not  your  Christian  love  tell  you,  that  your 
words  of  sympathy  or  of  cordial  interest  will  do  your  min- 
ister's heart  good  too,  in  his  seasons  of  trial,  in  his  hours  of 
discouragement,  or  depression,  in  the  peculiar  anxiety  which 
his  duties  generate  and  in  the  fears  lest  his  labors  are  in 
vain. 

Let  him  know  that  you  esteem  him,  there  is  no  harm  iu 
that ;  you  need  not  praise  the  literary  execution  of  his  ser- 
mons, but  if  his  words  have  done  you  especial  spiritual 
good,  tell  him — he  will  work  with  the  more  hope  and  thank- 
fulness to  God,  and  consequently  more  effectually. 

You  can  encourage  and  help  him  much  by  constant  at- 
tendance upon  his  ministrations,  by  listening  as  if  you  ap- 
preciated his  efforts  to  set  before  you  the  Word  of  God. 
An  attentive  congregation  will  often  diminish  half  of  the 
preacher's  labors,  and  add  many  fold  to  the  effectiveness  of 
his  words.  Come  to  the  Sunday  services  in  a  spiritual 
mood,  in  sympathy  with  the  truth  and  desirous  to  worship 
God,  and  you  will  both  gain  far  more  for  yourself  and  assist 
your  minister  in  doing  good  to  others. 

But,  more  than  anywhere  else,  will  your  presence  at  the 
prayer  meeting  strengthen  and  encourage  him,  especially 
if  to  that  presence  is  added  the  evident  purpose  to  cooperate 
with  him  by  prayer  and  remark  in  his  efforts  to  advance  the 
cause  of  Christ.  It  is  at  the  social  prayer  meeting,  if  you 
will  be  constant  and  faithful  in  your  attendance  there,  that 
you  will  be  drawn  nearest  to  your  pastor,  as  Avell  as  nearest 
to  your  God, — that  you  will  prove  his  most  efficient  helpers 
and  the  firmest  ally  of  the  true  interests  of  the  church. 

If  your  friends  are  sick,  do  not  wait  for  chance  report  to 
inform  him  of  it,  and  then  blame  him  for  not  calling  to  see 
them.  Help  your  minister  to  a  knowledge  of  the  people, 
especially  of  their  spiritual  condition  ;  if  there  be  any  doubt- 
ing or  inquiring  ones,  direct  him  to  them. 

In  tine,  obey  the  dictates  and  promptings  of  your  best 
Christian  love,  remembering  that  your  pastor's  work  and 
yours  are  the  same,  that  one  motive,  oue  purpose,  should 
lead  you  both  to  Christian  activity,  the  promoting  of  the 
best  interests  of  the  church  and  the  salvation  of  souls. 
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Above  all,  remember  him  in  your  prayers,  secret  and 
public.  All  grace  and  strength  come  from  on  high ;  call 
them  down  upon  him,  be  earnest  in  his  behalf,  your  prayers 
will  be  answered.  Besides  the  direct  reply  to  your  pe- 
titions, the  consciousness,  on  your  pastor's  part,  that  his 
people  thus  constantly  remember  him,  will  bring  cheer  and 
courage  to  his  heart. 

Teach  your  children  to  love  and  honor  him,  and  to  confide 
in  him-,  make  it  a  portion  of  their  daily  prayer  that  God 
will  bless  their  minister,  thus  impressing  upon  them  the 
glory  of  the  pastor's  work,  and  inciting  in  them  an  interest 
in  the  prosperity  of  the  church.  I  shall  ever  remember 
with  gratitude  what  I  owe  to  him  who  was  my  pastor 
through  almost  all  the  years  of  my  childhood,  how  much  of 
my  religious  instruction  and  the  impressions  which  led  me 
into  the  ministry  of  reconciliation.  A  child's  pastor  is 
more  than  a  man's  pastor,  if  only  he  is  taught  to  confide  in 
him  and  love  him. 

And  now  I  pray  that  to  }rou  and  your  children,  and  to 
the  whole  church  of  God,  the  union  entered  into  to-day 
may  prove  the  richest  of  all  blessings  that  have  been  sent 
here,  bringing  the  mighty  working  of  God  to  the  salvation 
of  vast  numbers  of  souls  and  to  His  eternal  glory. 


